


The USPTO in FY2021

USPTO headquarters in 
Alexandria, VA

12,963 employees
• 8,073 patent examiners
• 662 trademark 

examining attorneys
• 244 Administrative 

Patent Judges   
• 27 Administrative 

Trademark Judges

Patents
• 650,703

applications filed
• 374,006

patents issued

Trademarks
• 732,007

trademark 
applications

• 337,814
Certificates of 
Registration
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USPTO offices
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Employees:
• Patent examiners
• Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB) judges
• Management/staff

• Office hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. CT, M – F
• Services

– Public search facility
• Available from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

– Examiner interview room
– Hearing room
– Public meeting space

Texas Regional Office
207 S. Houston Street, Suite 159, Dallas, TX
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Introduction to Intellectual Property

USPTO - Texas Regional Office

*The images and photographs in this presentation are for educational purposes 
only.



Intellectual Property 



Intellectual Property



Intellectual property

Patent Trademark Copyright Trade Secret



Trademarks:
• Made by “SAMSUNG"
• Product “Galaxy Note“

Patents:
• Camera
• Battery
• Screen
• Antenna
• Data-processing methods
• Semiconductor circuits

Design patents:
• Home button shape
• Curved bezel
• Curved screen

Copyrights:
• Software code
• Instruction manual
• Ringtone

Trade secrets:
• ???

Can you find the IP in a mobile phone?



Patents



What is a patent?

• The grant of a property right to an inventor (USPTO)
 The right to exclude others from:

 Making, 

 Using, 

 Offering for sale, or 

 Selling or Importing the invention in the United States

✘ What is granted is NOT the right to make, use, offer for sale, sell 
or import, but 

 The right to exclude others from making, using, offering for sale, selling or 
importing the invention.
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Three types of patents
Utility patents 

• Protects how an invention works, functions or is made for 
20 years from filing date
 Process 

 Machine

 Article of Manufacture

 Composition of Matter

Design patents

• Protects the way a product or article looks, the ornamental 
expression for 15 years from the date of grant

Plant patents

• Protects newly invented strains of asexually reproducing 
flowering plants, fruit trees, and other hybrid plants for 20 
years from filing date
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Abraham Lincoln
• On May 22, 1849, Abraham 

Lincoln received Patent No. 
6469 for a device to lift boats 
over shoals, an invention which 
was never manufactured. 

• However, it did make him the 
only U.S. president to hold a 
patent. 
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Design patents: video game system
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Plant patents
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The path to a patent
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One year

New Idea?
Provisional 
application 

(optional)

Non-
provisional 
application

Patent!

Twenty years



Trademarks



What is a trademark?

• A trademark is a word, phrase, symbol or 
design, or a combination of words, phrases, 
symbols or designs, that identifies and 
distinguishes the source of the goods of one 
party from those of others.

• A service mark is the same as a trademark, 
except that it identifies and distinguishes the 
source of a service rather than a product. 
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Examples of trademarks
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Trademarks can be WORDS

STARBUCKS

NIKE

TARGET

Trademarks can be DESIGNS



Nontraditional marks – colors

20



Nontraditional marks – scents
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Nontraditional marks – sounds
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Trade dress
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Copyrights



What is copyright?

• Copyright is a legal protection for “original 
works of authorship,” including literary, 
dramatic, musical, artistic, and certain 
other intellectual works. 
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Things protected by copyrights
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Works protected by copyright

• Logos
• Product design and packaging
• Advertising and promotional materials
• Instruction manuals
• Educational materials
• Software source code
• Website content
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Trade secrets



What is a trade secret?

• Trade secrets consist of information and can 
include a formula, pattern, compilation, program, 
device, method, technique or process. 

• To meet the most common definition of a trade 
secret, it must be used in business, and give an 
opportunity to obtain an economic advantage 
over competitors who do not know or use it.
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Patents vs. trade secrets
Patents and trade secrets are really different sides of the same coin
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• Trade secrets last as long as it remains a secret.
• You must take reasonable steps to keep your trade 

secret secure.
• There maybe legal remedies should someone steal 

your trade secret.
• Someone can still try to reverse engineer what you 

have done.

• Utility patents last 20 years from the time of 
earliest U.S. benefit date claimed. You get exclusive 
rights for that time.

• You must disclose how to make and use your 
invention within your application.

• There may be legal remedies should someone 
make, use, or sell your invention without your 
permission.

• Someone can still try and improve upon what you 
have done and get a patent on that improvement.



What is a trade secret?
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Intellectual property
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USPTO resources



USPTO– Texas Regional Office

• Visit us at www.uspto.gov – Search “Texas”
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http://www.uspto.gov/


Startup resources
• Webpage that serves as a 

one-stop shop for 
startups:
– www.uspto.gov/learning-and-

resources/startup-resources
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http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/startup-resources
http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/startup-resources
http://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/startup-resources


Trademark Assistance Center
• Provides general information about the 

registration process

• Responds to status inquiries

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday through 
Friday

• Phone: 
– 571-272-9250 or 800-786-9199

• Email:
– TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov
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Inventors Assistance Center
• Provides general information 

about patent examination policy 
and procedure

• Assists with identifying necessary 
forms and completion

• 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET, Monday 
through Friday

• Phone: 
– 571-272-1000 or 800-877-8339
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My.USPTO.gov
• Trademark docket 

– Share collections in dockets with other MyUSPTO
users

• Trademark form finder widget

– Widget identifies forms using plain language rather 
than current form names

– Includes a search box to search the form names

• Next widget: Trademark Electronic Application 
System (TEAS) Plus Short Form

− Initial scope: Intent-to-use (ITU) word marks, TEAS Plus 
fee basis

− Status: Testing ongoing using production data; release 
to the public Q1 FY 2020
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IP Awareness Assessment Tool

40 www.uspto.gov/inventors/assessment



USPTO Patent Pro Bono Program
Nationwide network that assists financially under-resourced 
independent inventors and small businesses.
• Coverage in all 50 states achieved and maintained since August 2015
• Program participants must:

– Pay USPTO filing fees and costs

– Have income of 300% below federal poverty guidelines though some 
regional programs may have different criteria.

– Demonstrate knowledge of the patent system by
• Take training course at www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm or

• Having a provisional application already on file with the USPTO

– Have application prescreened to ensure that there is more than an idea plus 
be able to describe the particular features of the invention and how it works
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http://www.uspto.gov/video/cbt/certpck/index.htm


Pro Bono Program organizations
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Law school clinics

• USPTO’s Law School Clinic Certification program allows 
law students enrolled in a participating law school's clinic 
program to practice before the USPTO under the 
guidance of a law school faculty clinic supervisor.

• Students gain experience drafting and filing either patent 
applications or trademark applications for clients of the 
law school clinic. 
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Nationwide network of 
public, state, and 
academic libraries that 
are designated by the 
USPTO to disseminate 
patent and trademark 
information and to 
support intellectual 
property needs of the 
public.

www.uspto.gov/ptrc

Patent and Trademark
Resource Centers (PTRC)
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http://www.uspto.gov/products/library/ptdl/locations/index.jsp


Need patent protection fast?

Need to FAST track your patent? Use Track One!
Move your ideas quickly with USPTO’s Track One
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AIR form allows applicants 
to schedule an interview 

with an examiner for their 
pending patent application

AIR form
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http://www.uspto.gov/patent/uspto-automated-interview-request-air-form.html
http://www.uspto.gov/patent/uspto-automated-interview-request-air-form.html
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“This program brings a voice to the inventor 
that they normally would not have... Thank you!”

• Process designed for issues that arise during patent application 
prosecution; used to get an application “back on track”

• Use on-line ombudsman form at  
www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/ombudsman.jsp


Micro entity status

• 75% off most patent fees

• Low-cost submission to establish filing date 

• Micro entity certifies that he/she:

– Qualifies as a small entity (fewer than 500 employees);

– Has not been named as an inventor on more than four previously filed patent applications;

– Did not, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which the applicable fee is paid, have a gross income 
exceeding three times median household income; and

– Has not assigned, granted, or conveyed (and is not under obligation to do so) a license or other ownership interest 
in the application concerned to an entity that, in the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which applicable 
fee is paid, had a gross income exceeding three times the median household income.
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Thank you!

www.uspto.gov

TexasRegionalOffice@uspto.gov 

(469) 295-9000
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